Soil Association Organic Standards for Great Britain

Summary of standards changes — document updated 18th May 2026
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1. Updates to GB and SA GB Food & Drink standards

Standard

Description of changes

Reason for update

5.9.1 - using accurate
descriptions*

(baseline)

This text has been removed from the guidance:

Misleading labelling is already covered in legislation.

5.16 - Packaging

(higher)

The following text has been added to the packaging
standards.

Following feedback from licensees we have paused
the implementation of our 2024/25 updated
packaging standards. Whenever we review our higher
standards, the process is focused on achieving
impact through best practice and reasonable
implementation. The implementation of the updated
packaging standards has highlighted challenges with
conveying technical information about packaging
through supply chains and so has been paused until
further notice whilst we undertake a further review.
This is an important topic which we are committed to

getting right. Please direct any feedback to
standards@soilassociation.org.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on hold
whilst we undertake a review of our higher standards for
packaging.

5.16.3 -Paper, card
and wood-pulp
packaging products

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

*

2025. The implementation of this standard is paused
while a review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on hold
whilst we undertake a review of our higher standards for
packaging.
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The guidance is amended as follows:

Any-packaging-purchased-from-September2025

I liant. Packaai hased ori
September-2025-may-he-used-until-stocks-are
exhausted-

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on hold
whilst we undertake a review of our higher standards for
packaging.

5.16.4 - Plastic
materials, coatings,
dyes or inks
containing phthalates

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

The implementation of the changes to this standard

come-into-effect from-September 2025 are paused

while a review is undertaken.

The guidance is amended as follows:

Until September2025 The restriction applies to

plastic materials, coatings, dyes, or inks in contact
with foodstuffs.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on hold
whilst we undertake a review of our higher standards for
packaging.

5.16.5 - PVC and other
chlorinated plastics

(higher)

The guidance is updated as follows:

This restriction applies to all chlorinated plastics
which includes:

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on hold
whilst we undertake a review of our higher standards for
packaging.
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e polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
havinvlic hlorid I iodl £
September2025)

e vinyl chloride

I - ic. Kai

purchasedfrom-September-2025-must-be-compliant
I Kaai I i I

may-be-used-until-stocks-are-exhausted:

5.16.8 - Oxo-
degradable Plastics

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

hi tard , " F I
2025. The implementation of this standard is paused
while a review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on hold
whilst we undertake a review of our higher standards for
packaging.

5.16.9 - Polystyrene

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

Thi tard . f F E I
2025. The implementation of this standard is paused
while a review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on hold
whilst we undertake a review of our higher standards for
packaging.

5.16.10 - PFAS (Per-
and polyfluoroalkyl

The standard is amended as follows:

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on hold
whilst we undertake a review of our higher standards for

sugar (including cider and perry) or in mead: 100mg4

substances) This-standard-comes-into-effect from-September packaging.
2025. The implementation of this standard is paused
(higher) while a review is undertaken.
6.4.2 — Permitted The following entries were amended as follows. This is to clarify how this standard applies to mulled cider
additives and wine.
Name: E220 Sulphur dioxide
(baseline) Specific conditions: In fruit wines without added
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(see standard 6.4.3. for additional SA standard related
to free sulphur dioxide levels). For mulled cider, you
must also meet these requirements.

Name: E224 Potassium metabisulphite

Specific conditions: In fruit wines and mead with
and without added sugar (including cider and perry):
100 mg/l4 (see standard 6.4.3. for additional SA
standard related to free sulphur dioxide levels). For
mulled cider, you must also meet

these requirements.

6.4.3 — Free sulphur
dioxide levels

(higher)

The guidance text is amended as follows.

In order to demonstrate compliance, you will need to
prove that the free SO2 level does not exceed this
level — this could be by regular testing of

products. For mulled cider, you must also meet
these requirements. This standard does not apply to
fruit wines, cider and mead when used as an
ingredient in a product, e.g. a pork and cider pie.

This is to clarify how this standard applies to mulled cider
and wine.

6.9.3 — Additives and
processing aids*

(baseline)

This standard has been updated as follows.

Product/substance: Sulphur dioxide, Potassium
bisulphite or potassium metabisulphite.

Specific conditions: See standards 6.9.4 and 6.9.5
for permitted levels. For mulled wines, you must also
meet these requirements.

This is to clarify how this standard is applied.
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6.9.4 — Sulphur
dioxide levels for Soil
Association certified
wines

(higher)

The following text has been added to the guidance.

For mulled wines, you must also meet

these requirements. This standard does not apply to
wines when used as an ingredient in a product, e.g. a
beef and red wine sausage

This is to clarify how this standard is applied.

2. Updates to GB and SA GB Farming & Growing Standards

Standard

Description of changes

Reason for update

1.16 - Packaging

(higher)

The following text has been added to the packaging
standards.

Following feedback from licensees we have paused the
implementation of our 2024/25 updated packaging
standards. Whenever we review our higher standards,
the process is focused on achieving impact through best
practice and reasonable implementation. The
implementation of the updated packaging standards has
highlighted challenges with conveying technical
information about packaging through supply chains and
so has been paused until further notice whilst we
undertake a further review. This is an important topic
which we are committed to getting right. Please direct
any feedback to standards@soilassociation.org.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

1.16.3 - Paper, card and
wood-pulp packaging
products

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

*This-standard-comes-inta-effectirom-September2025.
The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.
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The guidance is amended as follows:
Any-packagingpurchased-from-September2025-must
I liant. Kai I ! ori : I
2025-may-be-used-until-stocks-are-exhausted:

1.16.4 - Plastic
materials, coatings,
dyes or inks
containing phthalates

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

The implementation of the changes to this standard

come-into-effectfrom-September2025 are paused while

a review is undertaken.

The guidance is amended as follows:

The restriction applies to plastic materials, coatings,
dyes, or inks in contact with foodstuffs. Fhisrestriction
Ek|G|G|I'ES tel all |e|aele'agu|g |e|_slelh.|'etls h SEQ!QFE aneli S 'net

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

1.16.5 - PVC and other
chlorinated plastics

(higher)

The guidance is updated as follows:

This restriction applies to all chlorinated plastics which
includes:
e polyvinyl chloride (PVC)

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.
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vl hloride (PVAC) (appiied £
September2025)

e vinyl chloride

For-products-containing PVdC,-any pe&_ele&gmg BH'GI'E‘S.EEI
Ingml Septel '“I.Qe' 2025 “”"SIE be G;QIII|Q|IEHIEI and |ea|elzag_||ng
stocks-are-exhausted-

1.16.8 - Oxo0-
degradable Plastics

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

1.16.9 - Polystyrene

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

hi tard . : .
The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

1.16.10 - PFAS (Per-
and polyfluoroalkyl

The standard is amended as follows:

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher

substances) : standards for packaging.

The implementation of this standard is paused while a
(higher) review is undertaken.
3.5.2 - Animal The mutilations guidance text has been changed to a To make the standard clearer and less open to
mutilations are table format to more clearly convey the specific interpretation. For example, which practices require
restricted parameters of procedures for beef & sheep. pain relief.
(baseline)
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3.10.4 - Feeding
organic and in-
conversion feed

(baseline)*

The standard is amended as follows.

b) up to 20% of the total average amount of feed
can be first year conversion perennial forage
crops and protein crops, enly-ifthey-are
produced-from-yourown-helding-which must:

e be sown under organic management on land in
first year of conversion,

e be part of the holding itself and,

e not have been under organic production of that
holding in the last five years.

To ensure the SA Standard meets regulatory
requirements.

3.10.7 - Use of non-
organic protein for
pigs and poultry

(baseline)

The standard is amended as follows.

1. Hyou-cannotsource-100%-organic-feeds-that-meet
EI.'E ||ut|||t|enall Reeds of your anunals_yau may Iﬁeeell
until- 315 December2025. From 15t January 2026 you
may feed piglets of not more than 35kg in weight
and poultry not more than 30 weeks old up to 5%
non-organic protein feed.

Regulatory update from DEFRA

3.11.1 - Transport and
handling

(baseline)

The guidance is amended as follows.

Animals should be able to bear weight on all four legs
without pain and be able to walk onto the vehicle
unaided. If a cow needs shackles to stand or walk, it is
not fit for transport.

There is a legal requirement that if a cow needs
shackles to stand or walk, it is not fit for transport. The
guidance has been updated to clarify this.

Key to text changes: (strikethrough = delete; underlined = new wording; normal text = no change)
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3. Updates to GB and SA GB Aquaculture standards

Descriptions*

(baseline)

Standard Description of changes Reason for update
13.19.1 - Using The text has been removed from the guidance. Misleading labelling is already covered in legislation.
Accurate

13.20 - Packaging

(higher)

The following text has been added to the packaging
standards.

Following feedback from licensees we have paused the
implementation of our 2024/25 updated packaging
standards. Whenever we review our higher standards,
the process is focused on achieving impact through best
practice and reasonable implementation. The
implementation of the updated packaging standards has
highlighted challenges with conveying technical
information about packaging through supply chains and
so has been paused until further notice whilst we
undertake a further review. This is an important topic
which we are committed to getting right. Please direct
any feedback to standards@soilassociation.org.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

13.20.3 - Paper, card
and wood-pulp
packaging products

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

*This-standard-comes-into-effect from-September 2025,
The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

Key to text changes: (strikethrough = delete; underlined = new wording; normal text = no change)
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The guidance is amended as follows:
Any-packagingpurchased-from-September2025-must
I liant. Kai I ! ori : I
2025-may-be-used-until-stocks-are-exhausted:

13.20.4 - Plastic
materials, coatings,
dyes or inks
containing phthalates

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

The implementation of the changes to this standard

come-into-effectfrom-September2025 are paused while

a review is undertaken.

The guidance is amended as follows:

The restriction applies to plastic materials, coatings,
dyes, or inks in contact with foodstuffs. Fhisrestriction
Ek|G|G|I'ES tel all |e|aele'agu|g |e|_slelh.|'etls h SEQ!QFE aneli S 'net

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

13.20.5 - PVC and
other chlorinated
plastics

(higher)

The guidance is updated as follows:

This restriction applies to all chlorinated plastics which
includes:
e polyvinyl chloride (PVC)

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.
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vl hloride (PVAC) (appiied £
September2025)
e vinyl chloride
Forproducts containing PVaC, any pa_eleagmg puel as ed
||g|||| Septel |||I_ae| 2025 “”"Slt be G;9||I|QIIEHIEI and |9a|elzag_||ng
stocks-are-exhausted:
13.20.8 - Oxo- The standard is amended as follows: Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
degradable Plastics hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
This-standard-comes-into-effect from-September 2025, standards for packaging.
(higher) The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.
13.20.9 - Polystyrene The standard is amended as follows: Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
(higher) This-standard-comes-into-effect from-September 2025. standards for packaging.
The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.
13.20.10 - PFAS (Per- The standard is amended as follows: Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
and polyfluoroalkyl hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
substances Fhis-standard-comes-into-effect from-September2025. standards for packaging.
The implementation of this standard is paused while a
(higher) review is undertaken.

4. Updates to GB and SA GB Feed Processing Standards

Standard Description of changes Reason for update
8.10.1 - Using Accurate | The text has been removed from the guidance. Misleading labelling is already covered in legislation.
Descriptions*

12
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(baseline)

8.16 - Packaging

(higher)

The following text has been added to the packaging
standards.

Following feedback from licensees we have paused the
implementation of our 2024/25 updated packaging
standards. Whenever we review our higher standards,
the process is focused on achieving impact through best
practice and reasonable implementation. The
implementation of the updated packaging standards has
highlighted challenges with conveying technical
information about packaging through supply chains and
so has been paused until further notice whilst we
undertake a further review. This is an important topic
which we are committed to getting right. Please direct
any feedback to standards@soilassociation.org.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

8.16.3 - Paper, card
and wood-pulp
packaging products

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

*

The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

The guidance is amended as follows:

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

Key to text changes: (strikethrough = delete; underlined = new wording; normal text = no change)
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Any-packaging-purchasedfrom-September 2025 must
2025 may-be used-until-stocks-are-exhausted.

8.16.4 - Plastic
materials, coatings,
dyes or inks
containing phthalates

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

The implementation of the changes to this standard

come-into-effectfrom-September 2025 are paused while

a review is undertaken.

The guidance is amended as follows:

The restriction applies to plastic materials, coatings,
dyes, or inks in contact with foodstuffs. Fhisrestriction

appliesto-all-packaging-products-in-scope-and-isnot
i etod to plast s torplasti

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

8.16.5 - PVC and other
chlorinated plastics

(higher)

The guidance is updated as follows:

This restriction applies to all chlorinated plastics which
includes:
¢ polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
havieid hloride (PVAC) (applicd £
September2025)

e vinyl chloride

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

Key to text changes: (strikethrough = delete; underlined = new wording; normal text = no change)

*Occurs across multiple standards documents, so precise numbering and/or wording may vary.

14



8.16.8 - Oxo-
degradable Plastics

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

hi tard . e : .
The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

8.16.9 - Polystyrene

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

8.16.10 - PFAS (per-

polyfluoroalkyl
substances)

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

9.1.4 - Feeding organic
and in-conversion
feed

(baseline)*

The standard is amended as follows.
b) up to 20% of the total average amount of feed can be
first year conversion perennial forage crops and protein
crops -onhifthey-are producedfrom-yourown-holding,
which must:

e be sown under organic management on land in

first year of conversion,
¢ be part of the holding itself and,

To ensure the SA standard meets regulatory
requirements.
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e not have been under organic production of that
holding in the last five years.

5. Updates to GB Abattoir & Slaughter Standards

Standard Description of changes Reason for update
18.8.3 - Using accurate | The text has been removed from the guidance. Misleading labelling is already covered in legislation.
descriptions*
it I : I e li i 1l
(baseline) same-range,-you-need-to-make-sure that the packaging-is
SIHII.'E'E“EB EI'SEI'.“QH'SI'E*IQIE ol EEEElIﬁII|Q.|E Ig} colou

6. Updates to GB and SA GB Seaweed Standards

Standard Description of changes Reason for update
14.10.1 - Using The text has been removed from the guidance. Misleading labelling is already covered in legislation.
accurate descriptions*

: I : I o li iy g1
(baseline) same-range-you-need-to-make-sure-that the-packaging-is

SIHH.'E'E“H& E“SEI'.“gE;"SI'aIGIE ol e;;euﬁnple Iely colout
15.5 - Packaging The following text has been added to the packaging Recent additions to the packaging standards are on

standards. hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
(higher) standards for packaging.

16
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Following feedback from licensees we have paused the
implementation of our 2024/25 updated packaging
standards. Whenever we review our higher standards,
the process is focused on achieving impact through best
practice and reasonable implementation. The
implementation of the updated packaging standards has
highlighted challenges with conveying technical
information about packaging through supply chains and
so has been paused until further notice whilst we
undertake a further review. This is an important topic
which we are committed to getting right. Please direct
any feedback to standards@soilassociation.org.

15.5.3 - Paper, card
and wood-pulp
packaging products

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

*This-standard-comes-into-effect-from-September2025.
The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

The guidance is amended as follows:
Any-packaging-purchased from-September 2025 must
I liant. Packagi I ! ori I
2025 may-be used-until stocks-are-exhausted:

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

15.5.4 - Plastic
materials, coatings,
dyes or inks
containing phthalates

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

The implementation of the changes to this standard

come-into-effectfrom-September 2025 are paused while

a review is undertaken.

The guidance is amended as follows:

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

Key to text changes: (strikethrough = delete; underlined = new wording; normal text = no change)
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The restriction applies to plastic materials, coatings,
dyes, or inks in contact with foodstuffs. Fhisrestriction
a|a|s||_es EQI ail |a|aelz_agn|g |a|_e|elh.|'ets " see!s? E"'EII S ."QE

15.5.5 - PVC and other
chlorinated plastics

(higher)

The guidance is updated as follows:

This restriction applies to all chlorinated plastics which
includes:
e polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
haviavid hloid i iodl
Septermber2025)

e vinyl chloride

For-products-containing-PVAC,-any pa_el;agmg |au|rsllas_eel
b eml SEIGEF |||I'95| 2?5 “'HSIE IGEEE;E;EI'IGI'E"'EI and |ea|elzag'||ng
stocks-are-exhausted-

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

15.5.8 - Oxo-
degradable Plastics

(higher)

The standard is amended as follows:

Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
standards for packaging.

Key to text changes: (strikethrough = delete; underlined = new wording; normal text = no change)
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The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

15.5.9 - Polystyrene The standard is amended as follows: Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
(higher) This-standard-comes-into-effect from-September2025. standards for packaging.

The implementation of this standard is paused while a
review is undertaken.

15.5.10 - PFAS (Per- The standard is amended as follows: Recent additions to the packaging standards are on
and polyfluoroalkyl hold whilst we undertake a review of our higher
substances) This-standard-comes-into-effectfrom-September2025. standards for packaging.

The implementation of this standard is paused while a
(higher) review is undertaken.

7. Updates to SA Glossary

Term Description of changes Reason for update
Outdoor range an outdoor area to which livestock have access. It is This update has been made to provide greater clarity
mainly covered in vegetation, and whieh includes soil around the relationship between 'range' and 'run'.

connected to subsoil and bedrock. For poultry, part or all
of the outdoor range may comprise a fenced area, or
‘run’. The use of 'verandas’ or other screened in and/or
roofed structures attached to a fixed poultry house does
not qualify as outdoor range.

8. Updates to SA Sourcing Annex

| Sourcing requirement | Description of changes | Reason for update

19
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5.11 Resting the range
for laying poultry

For laying poultry, the pasture range must be rested for
at least nine months between each flock efHaying-birds.
This requirement does not apply if your poultry: are not
reared in batches:; are not kept in runs; and are free to
roam throughout the day.

To align the wording with SA Farming & Growing
standards.

9. Standards that have no significant updates

There are no significant updates to the following standards (typos or errors may have been corrected):

e Health & Beauty
e Textiles

e SA Approved & Verified Inputs

Key to text changes: (strikethrough = delete; underlined = new wording; normal text = no change)
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